Criteria for standardizing and increasing credibility of direct pulp capping studies.
There are many skeptics who condemn pulp capping but like to keep an eye on the research progress being made. Considerable literature emphasizes the negative aspects of vital pulp therapy and discourages its practice. Some clinicians and investigators continue to condemn pulp capping therapy for the same reasons reported in the literature 80 years ago despite the advances made in pulp biology. Clinicians are well aware of the immediate and long-term success rates after root canal therapy, but are less certain of the success of pulp capping. A number of nagging questions plague clinicians, when confronted with the choice of treatment. The research data on pulp capping is at times inadequate, confusing, misleading or even incorrect and diminishes the confidence of the practitioner in performing pulp capping.